Morphogenesis of the adrenal gland of Triturus cristatus carnifex during larval development and metamorphosis.
During the morphogenesis of the adrenal gland of Triturus cristatus, a cranio-caudal differentiation is observed together with a migration of the two cell types composing the adrenal gland: the steroidogenic cells and the chromaffin cells. During the cranio-caudal differentiation the two cell type gradually occupy an increasingly posterior position on the mesonephros until they are distributed, in the adult, along the whole kidney. The migration brings the cells from dorsal or dorso-lateral position, with respect to the venous vessels, to the ventral surface of the kidney, an arrangement typical of the adult.